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Note: This series of documents is available free of charge. Please respect the work involved 

in developing this document and do not distribute, re-publish content or share on 

your own. If you know someone who may be interested in the content of this 

document send them back to the source here: 

http://becokacoins.com/ArticlesandHowToDocs.cfm 

If you wish to quote sections of this document in a public forum please list the source 
link above. 

If you spot any errors or have suggestions for improvement please contact me at: 

benkarr.1@gmail.com 

Note: If you would like to receive an email when there are updates to this series of 

documents please send a mail to the above address with the subject as “ADD to List” 

Likewise, if you would like to be removed from the list make the subject “REMOVE 

from List” 

Thank you and I hope you enjoy learning about varieties. 

Sincerely 

Ben Karr 
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1 Introduction 

The goal of this die variety study is to provide a concise description of the different die 

characteristics for the obverse and reverse of the 1836 Quarter Eagle. In addition I 

intent to show relative availability based on roughly 10 years of Heritage auction 

records. In later updates I will include auction records from other companies as well. 

For lack of documentation in this series many professionals have resorted to data from 

the Bass sale in October of 1999. From my understanding John McCloskey provided 

the descriptions and Q. D. Bowers assigned a letter from A through G to each die 
marriage based on these descriptions. 

Looking for a better method of labeling varieties for this series over what is currently 

available, John McCloskey has graciously verified that the numbering system used 
here is the same as what he will use in future publications. I have chosen to go this 

route for simplicity and to avoid confusion when John’s work is published. I expect the 

collecting world will adopt his numbering system as they have for his work on the Half 
Eagles. 

Due to lack of completeness I have chosen not to refer to Breen’s numbering system 

or the Bass letters in this chapter. I will add the Breen equivalency in the Die Marriage 

chapter in future updates. The Bass letter equivalency is already there. 

Note: A big thank you to John McCloskey for helping me get started and providing additional 

descriptions for some of the more rare varieties. 

General information for this series: 

Designed by: William Kneass 

Mintage: 547,986 

 

1.1 Terminology 

Term Description 

Die A steel rod that is engraved, punched, or hubbed with devices, 

lettering, the date, and other emblems. 

 

Hub Minting term for the steel device from which a die is produced. The 

hub is produced with the aid of a portrait lathe or reducing machine 

and bears a "positive" image of the coin's design – that is, it shows 

the design as it will appear on the coin itself. The image on the die is 

"negative" – a mirror image of the design. 
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Term Description 

Die Crack A raised, irregular line on a coin, ranging from very fine to very large, 

some quite irregular. These result when a hairline break occurs in a 

die. 

  

  

  

  

  

1.2 References 

Document / Source Document 
No./Location 

Bass Catalogs from the Harry Bass Foundation http://www.harrybassfou

ndation.org/basscatalogs

/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm 

John McCloskey e-mail Correspondence  

Heritage Auction Archives http://www.heritagecoin.

com 

Professional Coin Grading Service Glossary http://www.pcgs.com/lin

go.chtml?universeid=313

&letter=A 

 

http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.heritagecoin.com/
http://www.heritagecoin.com/
http://www.pcgs.com/lingo.chtml?universeid=313&letter=A
http://www.pcgs.com/lingo.chtml?universeid=313&letter=A
http://www.pcgs.com/lingo.chtml?universeid=313&letter=A
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2 Obverse Die Characteristics 

Data from the Bass sale and from John McCloskey suggest that 

there are 6 obverse dies used 1 of which is proof only. 

For simplicities sake if a photo of a characteristic such as a 

Script or Block 8 is shown early on it will not be repeated for a 

similar or later description. 

2.1 Obverse 1 (Proof Only ï Two Known) 

Script 8  

The hairstyle is similar to the small head of 1834 with the 

straight set of curls above the headband on the back. 

First and sixth stars are about the same distance from central 

device.  

Ribbon style appears unique 

First curl appears unique with two horizontal layers, the first of 

which connects to the second curl. This curl is in a way a 
combination of the other 5 heads for this date. The first curl 

sweeps back to the second for 4 of the obverses. This would be 

the bottom layer. The first curl of the 6th obverse it is distinct, 

that would be like the top layer of this one. 

6th star points to headband and 7th star points to second curl 

According to John McCloskey obverse 1 was paired with reverse 

A for proof coinage only but there are three different die 

marriages for proof coins of this date. An example is plated in 

the Pittman catalogue. The example in Figure 1 is from Heritage 

auction 422 in Jan 2007. This Heritage example was also sold in 

the Stacks 68th anniversary sale in 2003. 
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Figure 1. Obverse 1 (NGC PR66 Ultra Cameo) 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

 

Figure 2. Unique Ribbon Style 
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Figure 3. Unique First Curl 
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2.2 Obverse 2 

¶ Script 8 

¶ Digit 3 is lower than the 8 and 6 

¶ 6th Star is close to the hair 

¶ Most examples have a die crack that runs through the sixth 

star and into the headband. 

¶ Most common obverse on about 50% of this date 

¶ Head of 1835 

¶ Star 6 points to curl over headband and is close to curl 

Figure 4. Obverse 2 from the BECOKA collection (NGC AU55) 

 

Figure 5. Script 8, Digit 3 is lower than the 8 and the 6 
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Figure 6. Sixth star close to hair and die crack from edge to head band 
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2.3 Obverse 3 

¶ Script 8 

¶ 6th star is distant from the hair 

¶ Head of 1834 

Need Obverse Images 

2.4 Obverse 4 

¶ Block 8 

¶ Short upper ribbon tip 

¶ Hair from top left of the headband sweeps straight back to 

first curl at a 30-degree angle. It is steeper than Obverse 5. 

¶ 6th star points to top left corner of head band 

¶ 7th star points between 1st and 2nd curl 

Figure 7. Obverse 4 (PCGS XF45) 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 
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Figure 8. 7th star between 1st and 2nd curl 

 

 

2.5 Obverse 5 

¶ Block 8 

¶ Short upper ribbon tip 

¶ Hair from top left of the headband curves back to the first 

curl. Obverse 4 is similar but it is straight and not curved. 

¶ Head of 1837 

Figure 9. Obverse 5 from the BECOKA collection (PCGS VF30) 
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Figure 10. Short Upper Ribbon Tip 

 

Figure 11. Hair over coronet sweeps back to form first curl below star 7 
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2.6 Obverse 6 

¶ Block 8 

¶ Long upper ribbon tip 

¶ Front curl drops down to headband 

¶ Star 6 points to headband and is distant from hair curl 

¶ Head of 1834 

  

Figure 12. Obverse 6 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

Figure 13. Long upper ribbon 
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Figure 14. Front curl drops to headband and star 6 distant from curl 

 

 



 

Reverse Die Characteristics 

 

 

18  Copyright © Sept 2009 by Benjamin Colin Karr 

3 Reverse Die Characteristics 

Data from the Bass sale and from John McCloskey suggest that 

there is 4 reverse die used for this date. 

All four of these reverse die can be identified easily from the 

placement of the bottom arrow tip with respect to the lower left 

or right diagonal of the second “A” in “AMERICA” 

3.1 Reverse A 

¶ Eagle has tongue 

¶ “AM” in “AMERICA” far apart 

¶ Berry in leaves 

¶ “2” from denomination centered under arrow feather 

¶ Lower arrow tip points to right bottom corner of left diagonal 

in second “A” in “AMERICA” 

¶ Rare for 1836, common on 1834 and 1835 

Figure 15. Reverse A from the Heritage Auction Archives 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 
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Figure 16. "AM" from "AMERICA" far apart 

 

Figure 17. Berry in leaves 

 

Figure 18. "2" from denomination centered under arrow feather 

 

Figure 19. Lower arrow tip points to right bottom corner of left diagonal of ñAò 

 



 

Reverse Die Characteristics 

 

 

20  Copyright © Sept 2009 by Benjamin Colin Karr 

3.2 Reverse B 

¶ Berry in leaves 

¶ Lower arrow tip points to left bottom corner of left diagonal in 

second “A” of “AMERICA” 

¶ Common 

Figure 20. Reverse B from the BECOKA collection (NGC AU55) 

 

Figure 21. Lower arrow tip points to left bottom corner of left diagonal of ñAò 
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3.3 Reverse C 

¶ No berry in leaves and is the only known reverse like this 

¶ Lower arrow tip touches right bottom corner of left diagonal 

in second “A” in “AMERICA 

 

Figure 22. Reverse C 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

Figure 23. No berry in leaves 
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Figure 24. Lower arrow tip touches right bottom corner of left diagonal of ñAò 
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3.4 Reverse D 

¶ Broken bud in the leaves 

¶ Lower arrow tip is below right diagonal in second “A” of 

“AMERICA” (Only reverse with the low arrow position relative 

to the A) 

¶ The “2” from the denomination is to the left of the arrow 

feather 

¶ Common Reverse and used on more than 40% of coins of this 

date 

Figure 25. Reverse D from the BECOKA collection (PCGS VF30) 

 

Figure 26. Lower arrow tip is below right diagonal in second ñAò 
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4 Die Marriages 

Marriages: 

1A (Very Rare), 2A (rare), 2B, 2C, 3C (Rare), 4C (Rare), 5D, 6D 

 

Bass Sale Equivalent: (Need to verify) 

A = 4C 

B = 6D (R3) 

C = 5D (R2) 

D = 2C (R2) 

E = 3C 

F = 1A Proof Only (Still need to verify if 1A is the same variety 

as the Bass example) 

G = 2A (R5) 

H = 2B (R4) 

 

Breen Equivalent:  

As noted earlier, Breen’s study is very limited. 

6142 = 6D 

6143 = 2A, 2B, 2C, 4C (Based on Heritage Description) 

6144 = 5D 
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5 Auction Variety Census 

Heritage Auction Range:  

January 6th 2000 to October 24th 2009 

Note: At times I was not able to confirm a variety by its photo and 
used the attribution given by the auction description when 
available. 

Table 1. Heritage Auction Variety Census 

Variety Quantity % Of Total 

1A 1 0.3 

2A 10 2.7 

2B 23 6.2 

2C 49 39.9 

3C 0 0.0 

4C 5 1.3 

5D 117 31.4 

6D 56 15 

Unidentifiable 12 3.2 

Total Auctions 373 100.0 
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6 Notable Sales and Auctions 

This section is a place holder for future updates. I will try to list, as I find them, 

important sales of notable coins such as rarities from the Norweb, Bass, Eliasberg and 

others. 


