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Note: This series of documents is available free of charge. Please respect the work involved 

in developing this document and do not distribute, re-publish content or share on 

your own. If you know someone who maybe interested in the content of this 

document send them back to the source here: 

http://becokacoins.com/ArticlesandHowToDocs.cfm 

If you wish to quote sections of this document in a public forum please list the source 

link above. 

If you spot any errors or have suggestions for improvement please contact me at: 

benkarr.1@gmail.com 

Note: If you would like to receive an email when there are updates to this series of 

documents please send a mail to the above address with the subject as ñADD to Listò 

Likewise, if you would like to be removed from the list make the subject ñREMOVE 
from Listò 

Thank you and I hope you enjoy learning about varieties. 

Sincerely 

Ben Karr 
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1 Introduction 

The goal of this die variety study is to provide a concise description of the different die 

characteristics for the obverse and reverse of the 1834 Quarter Eagle. Currently there 

are 2 known obverses and 4 reverses confirmed. 

In addition I intend to show relative availability based on roughly 10 years of Heritage 
auction records. In later updates I will include auction records from other companies 

as well. 

John McCloskey is currently the most recognized in this field and my understanding is 
that a book on this subject is in the works. In the interim I hope that my series of 

papers will help spur the study in this area of collecting. 

For lack of documentation in this series many professionals have resorted to data from 
the Bass sale in October of 1999. From my understanding John McCloskey provided 

the descriptions and Q. D. Bowers assigned a letter from A through C to each die 

marriage based on these descriptions. There is one exception where no designation 
was assigned to the small head variety with only one die marriage known. 

For simplicities sake I have generated a number system similar to what John 

McCloskey published in a paper for the classic head half eagles in 1989 for the 

Coinage of the Americas Conference. I will use numbers for the different obverses and 
letters for each of the reverses.   

Note: The order of these numbers may change when Mr. McCloskey makes his numbering 

available. 

General information for this series: 

Designed by: William Kneass 

Mintage: 112,234 

The design change in 1834 came about when the value of gold surpassed the $2.5 

dollar value of this coin. Changes were made to the size and content to thwart 
potential melting by speculators. 

 

1.1 Terminology 

Term Description 
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Term Description 

  

  

  

  

  

1.2 References 

Document / Source Document 
No./Location 

Bass Catalogs from the Harry Bass Foundation http://www.harrybassfou

ndation.org/basscatalogs

/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm 

John McCloskey e-mail Correspondence  

Heritage Auction Archives http://www.heritagecoin.

com 

Coinfacts http://www.coinfacts.
com 

 

http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.harrybassfoundation.org/basscatalogs/BASSSALE2/b2-1-f.htm
http://www.heritagecoin.com/
http://www.heritagecoin.com/
http://www.coinfacts.com/
http://www.coinfacts.com/
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2 Obverse Die Characteristics 

Data from the Bass sale and from John McCloskey suggest that there are 2 obverse 

dies used for 1834. 

Only one diagnostic for each obverse is really needed to identify either one. Described 

in more detail in later sections, looking at the hair at the back of the head between 
stars 9 and 11 it is either straight or broken into two clumps of curls. 

For simplicities sake if a photo of a characteristic such as a Script or Block 8 is shown 

early on it will not be repeated for a similar or later description. 

Both Obverses have similar dates with a script 8. 

2.1 Obverse 1 (Small Head) 

While the size is difficult to tell visually this obverse was designated as ñSmall Headò 

in the Bass sale catalog and in the Breen Encyclopedia. I have not found any other 
published formal descriptions. Most of the classic heads in the Bass sale were given 

designations based on John McCloskeyôs notes on the series and yet this one was 

pretty much left alone where the other three varieties for this date were designated as 
A, B, C by the cataloger of the Bass sale using his notes. 

There is only one known die marriage for this obverse. Breen specifies an additional 

reverse used with this obverse yet no one including John McCloskey has been able to 

verify this. For now the truth and source of his data remains a mystery. 

Hair curls on top of the head between stars 6 and 9 are short where the second 

obverse they are tall. 

The curls from the top right of the head down to the back of the headband between 
stars 9 and 11 are straight. This is in contrast to the second obverse where the curls 

are broken into two bunches. 

There is a lock of hair near the ear that curls around like a hook 

The nose line goes almost straight up to the hair 

The center spike of the ñEò in ñLIBERTYò on the headband has a crosslet that connects 

the top and bottom line of the ñEò. 

The ñ4ò in the date is far from the bottom curl. 

Ribbon across from star 12 is curved at the end 

According to Heritage ~65 of the 1834 Classic Head Quarter eagles use this obverse. 

(This will be verified through a later auction census.) 
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Figure 1. Obverse 1 (NGC MS61) from Heritage Auction 1126 / Lot 2574 

 
 Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

Figure 2. Curls are short on top from stars 6-9 and straight in back from stars 9-11 
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Figure 3. Nose line is almost straight to the hair - Lips are large 

 

Figure 4. Lock of hair loops around to a sharp hook 

 

Figure 5. Center spike crosslet in "E" 

 

Asdf 
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Figure 6. Ribbon is curved at the end 

 

Figure 7. "4" is distant from bottom curl 

 

2.2 Obverse 2 (Booby Head) 

This is the second of the two known obverses for this date. It has the nickname of 

Booby Head.  For now I just have to trust the term had some meaning until I can find 

the reason for the designation. From what I can tell the name is given for the silly 

expression and the pouty lips. 

Note: If anyone reading this document has an official meaning for Booby Head Iôd be happy 

to update this. 

According to Heritage this obverse accounts for ~35% of the ones found for this date. 

There are three known reverses married to this obverse. These marriages were 

dubbed ñAò, ñBò and ñCò by Bowers in the Bass sale. 

Unlike the small head obverse 1, this obverse has taller curls with wider spaces 

between them at the top of the head. In addition the curls from the top right of the 

head down to the head band between stars 9 and 11 are broken into two bunches 
opposed to the straight single bunch on obverse 1. 

Ribbon across from star 12 is rectangular at the end. 

ñ4ò is close to bottom curl 
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Figure 8. Obverse 2 (NGC MS65) --- from Heritage auction 1128 / Lot 1218 

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

Figure 9. Tall curls from stars 6 to 9, curls between stars 9 and 11 in 2 bunches 
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Figure 10. Ribbon is rectangular at the end 

 

asdf 

Figure 11 "4" is close to bottom curl 
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3 Reverse Die Characteristics 

Data from the Bass sale and from John McCloskey suggest that there are 4 reverse 

dies used for this date. 

3.1 Reverse A 

Eagle has Tongue 

Bottom arrow tip points to right diagonal of ñAò in ñAMERICA 

Branch below berry ? 

Later die states show crack from wing tips to edge 

Figure 12.  

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 
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Figure 13.  

 

Figure 14.  

 

Figure 15.  

 

Figure 16.  
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Figure 17 "AME" in "AMERICA" close 

 

asdf 

 

3.2 Reverse B 

Figure 18.  

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 
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Figure 19.  

 

asdf 

 

asdf 

 

asdf 
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asdf 

 

3.3 Reverse C 

 

Figure 20. Reverse C 
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Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 

Figure 21.  

 

Figure 22.  

 

asdf 

 

asdf 
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asdf 

 

3.4 Reverse D 

¶  

Figure 23.  

 
Image Courtesy of: Heritage Auction Galleries, Ha.com 
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Figure 24.  

 

asdf 

 

asdf 

 

asdf 

 

asdf 
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4 Die Marriages 

Marriages new numbering system: 

1A, 2B, 2C, 2D 

 

Bass Sale Equivalent:  

Only reference to 1A is they call it a ñSmall Headò. 

A = 2B 

B = 2C 

C = 2D 

 

Breen Equivalent: 

6138 = 1A 

6139 = 1? (Questionable unknown reverse) 

6140 = 2B, 2C, 2D 


